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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT o Qe e
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 0 o
HOUSTON DIVISION Ry
Davig 4
BRANDON BALL, DANVAL  § " Clerk of Coggg
SCARBROUGH and §
KENNARD PIGGEE, §
Plaintiffs, §
v g LI50r318l
TEXAS GUARDIAN § JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
INCORPORATED and §
AYMAN JARRAH §
Defendant. §

PLAINTIFES’ ORIGINAL COMPLAINT

Plaintiffs Brandon Ball, Danval Scarbrough and Kennard Piggee now file this
their Complaint against Defendants Texas Guardian Incorporated and Ayman Jarrah,
alleging violations of 42 U.S.C. § 2000a and 42 US.C. § 1981. In support,
Plaintiffs state as follows:

PARTIES

1. Plaintiff Brandon Ball (“Ball”) is an African American, United States
citizen who lives in Houston, Harris County, Texas.

2. Plaintiff Danval Scarbrough (“Scarbrough”) is an African American,
United States citizen who lives in Houston, Harris County, Texas.

3. Plaintiff Kennard Piggee (“Piggee™) is an African American, United

States citizen who lives in Houston, Harris County, Texas.
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4.  Defendant Texas Guardian Incorporated (“Texas Guardian™) is a
domestic for Profit Corporation with its principal place of business in Houston,
Texas. Texas Guardian Incorporated may be served with the Summons and
Complaint through its registered agent for service of process, Ayman Jarrah, at 6202
Skyline Dr. Houston, TX 77057. Alternatively, Texas Guardian Incorporated may
be served in accordance with the provisions of Rule 4 of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure.

5. Defendant Ayman Jarrah (“Jarrah™) is the Director and President of
Texas Guardian Incorporated. He may be served with the Summons and this
Complaint by delivering the same to him at 6202 Skyline Dr., Houston, TX 77057,
or wherever he may be found. Alternatively, Jarrah may be served in accordance
with the provisions of Rule 4 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

6.  This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331 and 42 U.S.C.
§ 2000a-6(a).

7. Venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b) because some or all of
the events or omissions giving rise to this claim arose within this district.

FACTS

8.  Gaslamp is a bar and lounge owned and operated by Texas Guardian.
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9. On or about September 11, 20135, Ball, Scarbrough and Piggee arrived
at Gaslamp and were directed by the security at the entrance that there would be a
$20 cover to gain admittance to the bar.

10.  Ball, Scarbrough and Piggee declined to pay the $20 admittance fee.

11.  When the Plaintiffs were returning to their cars, they walked past the
Gaslamp discovered that ali white patrons to Gaslamp were allowed to enter the bar
without paying a cover fee.

12. Conversely, non-white customers, African Americans, Asians, and
Hispanic patrons, that the Plaintiffs observed attempting to gain entry into Gaslamp
were directed to pay the $20 admittance fee.

13.  In so doing, the Defendants were refusing to do business with non-
white customers, African Americans, Asians, and Hispanic patrons because of their
race.

14.  Ball, Scarbrough and Piggee were deeply offended by this racist and
discriminatory treatment.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION — DISCRIMINATION OR
SEGREGATION IN A PLACE OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODATION

15.  Plaintiffs incorporate each of the foregoing paragraphs as if fully set

forth herein.
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16.  Asset forth in 42 U.S.C. § 2000a(a), Plaintiffs are people entitled to the
full and equal enjoyment of the goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages,
and accommodations of any place of public accommodation without discrimination
or segregation on the ground of race, color, religion, or national origin.

17.  Gaslamp is a place of public accommodation within the meaning of 42
U.S.C. § 2000a (b).

18. By virtue of the conduct described above, the Defendants deprived
Plaintiffs of a right or privilege secured to them by 42 U.S.C. § 2000a.

19. Plaintiffs now sue under 42 U.S.C. § 2000a-3(a). Plaintiffs expressly
requests that the Court permanently enjoin the Defendants from future acts of race-
based discrimination with respect to which patrons they permit entry into their places
of public accommodation.

20.  The Defendants should allow Plaintiffs a reasonable attorney’s fee as
set forth in 42 U.S.C. § 2000a-3(b).

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION — DENIAL OF EQUAL RIGHTS UNDER THE LAW

21. Plaintiffs incorporate each of the foregoing paragraphs as if fully set
forth herein.
22.  Plaintiffs are African Americans within the jurisdiction of the United

States and were patrons of the Defendants.
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23.  As such, they were entitled to the same right to make and enforce
contracts, without regard to her race.

24, Notwithstanding their rights under federal law, the Defendants chose
instead to discriminate against Plaintiffs on the basis of their race by refusing to
allow them to enter the establishment under the same terms as Caucasian patrons.

25. Plaintiffs have been damaged as a result of the discrimination against
them.

26. The Defendants acted with malice or with reckless disregard for
Plaintiffs’ federaily protected rights. An award of punitive damages is therefore
appropriate.

27. Plaintiffs are also entitled to an award of reasonable and necessary
attorney’s fees as set forth in 42 U.S.C. § 1988(b).

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION — NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION AND TRAINING

28.  Plaintiffs incorporate each of the foregoing paragraphs as if fully set

forth herein.

29.  Defendants negligently hired, supervised and retained the employees

whose conduct was a proximate cause of the Plaintiffs’ damages.

JURY DEMAND

50f7
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30. Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury with respect to all claims that are triable
to a jury.
PRAYER
Accordingly, Plaintiffs respectfully requests that the Court:
(a) Cite Defendants to appear and answer herein;
(b) Grant judgment in their favor;

{¢) Enjoin the Defendants from further acts of race discrimination in the
operation of public accommodations;

(d) Award them compensatory damages and/or punitive damages;
(¢) Award them reasonable and necessary attorneys’ fees;

(f)  Award them taxable court costs, inciuding expert fees;

(g) Award them pre- and post-judgment interest; and

(h) Award all equitable and other relief to which Plaintiffs may show
themselves entitled.

Respectfully submitted,

LAW OFFICES OF BRIAN TAGTMEIER

oy

Brian Tagtmeier

State Bar No. 00785078

Federal Bar No. 16248

9002 Chimney Rock, Suite G388
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Houston, Texas 77096
Telephone: (713) 598-8442
Email: Brian@mediatehouston.com

Okorafor Law Group

ike Okorafor

State Bar No. 24071773

10101 Fondren Rd. Suite 260
Houston, Texas 77096

Tel: (713) 471-1193

Fax: (281) 677-4255

Email: Ike@Olglawgroup.com

Jones & Associates

DaSean Jones

State Bar No. 24078750

723 Main Street, Suite 902
Houston, Texas 77002

Tel: 832-224-6740

Fax: 832-827-3983

Email: djones@texasjoneslaw.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFFS
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