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84th Legislative Session Newsletter

The Official Newsletter for Representative Debbie Riddle

Vice-Chair, House Committee on Juvenile Justice & Family Issues
Member, House Committee on Calendars
Member, House Committee on Energy

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

| strongly oppose Sharia law in Texas. As a Co-Sponsor of SB 531 and the House companion,
HB 562, | wholeheartedly agree no foreign law should supersede Texas law, Federal law, or our
Constitution.

SB 531 was sent to the House Calendars Committee in a form which caused me concern. Those
concerns were based on how the bill changed family law. Texas families are currently afforded
the ability to enter into different agreements according to the principles of their faith, including
custody agreements and marital agreements. SB 531 could have undermined these
agreements, which are entered into freely and legally.

SB 531 referred to "good morals or natural justice." While the bill attempted to define these
terms, they remained poorly defined and would have been left wide open to interpretation. |
believe this would have cost Texans' their hard earned money in legal fees while lawyers
wrangled over the meaning of SB 531.


http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MembershipCmte.aspx?LegSess=84R&CmteCode=C340
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MembershipCmte.aspx?LegSess=84R&CmteCode=C050
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MembershipCmte.aspx?LegSess=84R&CmteCode=C250
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=150

When the time came to vote on SB 531 in the Calendars committee these outstanding issues
weighed heavy on my mind. | was not comfortable with the language in the bill when it arrived in
the Calendars committee. It was painful to be a no vote, but | do what | believe is right - not
necessarily what is politically expedient.

| have made a commitment to Rep. Leach to work with him to have an outstanding bill next
session. Rep. Leach is a fine attorney and | know you will be pleased with his final product.

| am currently working with my colleagues in the House and Senate and remain committed to
ensuring the supremacy of Texas law and the US Constitution. We will work through the interim
to come up with a bill to protect Texas and its citizens from laws that would seek to undermine
our judicial system. Foreign law will not displace Texas law.

Your State Representative,

Capitol Office
Room: 4N.7
Address: P.O. Box 2910 Austin, TX 78768
Phone: 512-463-0572

District Office

Address: 17207 Kuykendahl, Suite 108 Spring, TX 77379
Phone: 281-257-4222
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Thank You For Your Support,
Come And Visit Us At The Capitol

State Representative Debbie Riddle - Texas District 150
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